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Meet Kimmie Weeks
Fourteen years ago, the world watched as a once prosperous and stable country of two million people on the
west coast of Africa deteriorated into anarchy, terror,
and war.
What much of the world does not know is the story of a
ten year old boy whose response to this tragedy in Liberia
has propelled him into the epicenter of international relief
efforts for children—his name is Kimmie Weeks.
Kimmie Weeks has worked to alleviate poverty and human
suffering in Africa and around the world since he was
fourteen. Kimmie was born in Liberia, West Africa in
1981. At the young age of nine he came face to face with
civil war, human suffering, and death. Kimmie can still
vividly recall eating roots and wild leaves when his family did not have access to food,
drinking infested water when national water supply was shut off, and nearly being
buried alive after epidemics had wrecked his emaciated body.
These experiences would have broken the souls of most people. However, they encouraged Kimmie to follow a path where he could make a difference and ensure a world
where all children had access to food, medicine and shelter. It is a vision that he has
pursued ever since.

After experiencing

Over the years, Kimmie has formed partnerships and led organizations that have provided
education to over a million students in West Africa, lobbied the disarmament of over
20,000 child soldiers and provided health care and recreation supplies to children.

fight for the rights of

the horrors of war as
a child, Kimmie has
dedicated his life to
children.

Kimmie has faced many obstacles in pursuit of his dream. The biggest obstruction
that he faced was when the Liberian government attempted to assassinate him for a
report he had issued on its involvement in the training of child soldiers. As a result,
Weeks was forced to flee Liberia when he was seventeen and has since been granted
political asylum in the United States.
Today after graduating from Amherst College Kimmie Weeks continues on a mission
to protect children from war. He currently serves as Executive Director of Youth Action
International, a youth run organization currently working to create the first center for
war-affected women in Sierra Leone, rebuilding playgrounds destroyed by the Liberian
civil war, and providing scholarships for war affected children. Kimmie also serves on
the board of several non-profit organizations.
Learn more about Kimmie at www.kimmieweeks.com.
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The Speaking Tour
Every year, Kimmie Weeks embarks on a nationwide speaking tour
to motivate young people to become pioneers of change. To date,
thousands of students have heard his message and many of them
have gone on to start their own humanitarian organizations or have
joined other change-making entities.
To date, Kimmie has delivered dozens of speeches to many diverse
audiences in the United States and other parts of the world. Kimmie’s
unique perspective on topics such as civil war, child soldiers, children
affected by war, children living in difficult circumstances, poverty, and
peace building allow him to instantly connect with young audiences.
His unique ability to navigate his speeches from the ravages of war
to the potential of young people as activists, make his speeches
incredibly motivational and effective.
Weeks plans to use his unique background and strong faith in the
world’s young people as catalysts for speaking tours which take him
to high schools, colleges, and universities in an attempt to inform young people of the
world’s humanitarian crisis and to motivate them by showing them the tools to become
activists for social change. In an interview, Kimmie stated:

“You inspire me,
politically and
emotionally. Your
experiences have

I remain a strong believer in the power of young people to make change happen.
I believe that young people have immense power, more than we realize. Once
[young people] are informed and begin to feel the issues, they will discover their
passion for change and will put it to use.

caused me to see
both the evil and
beauty of men.”

Just as Kimmie would hope and anticipate, many of the people in his young audiences
have gone on to initiate projects, fundraise for humanity, or taken up the mission to
inform their peers. Kimmie hopes the speaking tour will continue to be a mechanism for
influencing future generations become informed and excited to use their resources to
make a positive difference in the world.

– Jordan, Canada

“We are all Kimmie Weeks, Martin Luther King, Jr., Mahatma Gandhi, Jimmy Carter, Elissa Tivona,
Natalie Wieseltier, Lech Walesa, Alina Pienkowska, and all the grand peacemakers featured in this
book. And they are all of us. Our suffering is their suffering. Our dream and longings are their
dreams and longings. Their choices for peace can be our choices. We all can work for a brighter
future laid on a million miles of change and supported by infinite guidance.”
– Susan Skog, Peace in our Lifetime
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Invite kimmie to speak
In the next few months Kimmie’s message will reach many youths
in the United States and Canada. However, there are still a large
number of students in high schools and public institutions of higher
learning where funds are too limited to cover the basic costs of
bringing Kimmie to speak.
Traditionally, the honorarium to have Kimmie speak at any school
is $1000. This does not include travel and accommodations, which
also must be provided by the hosting school. These costs ensure that
the speaking tour will not only be a motivational tool but will also
contribute to the projects of Youth Action International, of which
Kimmie is the founder and executive director.

2006 marks Kimmie’s

It is extremely important that young people who attend schools without endowments for
speakers and that young people who live in inner cities are able to hear the transformative
message Kimmie brings.

final major speaking
tour for several years.

Many decades ago it was Martin Luther King’s dream that the message of freedom “You’ve made me
and brotherhood ring from all hilltops and rooftops. Today, his dream must continue believe more than ever
to live within us and serve as a continuous challenge. Kimmie Weeks embodies this in the power of young
challenge—always striving for new ways in which to use his unique life to connect with
people to make peace
diverse young people and spread his message of peace, goodwill, and action.
happen. I return home
We invite you to join us as we strive to ensure that Kimmie’s message reaches the young with a new hope and
people who need to hear it the most.
motivation.”
– Ivri, Israel
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40th Anniversary of USAID
Americorps National Convention
Columbia University
Davidson College
Florida Central University
Florida International University
Georgetown College, KY
Georgetown University
Global Youth Leadership Forum
Hamilton College
James P. Grant Memorial Intellectual Forum
Liberian Senate and Legislature
Middlebury College

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

National Youth Leadership Conference
Northfield Mount Hermon School
Oberlin College
Pennsylvania State University
Smith College
Liberian Legislature and Senate
St. John’s University
State of the World Forum
Tufts University
United Nations
University of Massachusetts
University of Southern California
Western Michigan University
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